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We will conserve only what we love

Raghuram

Student
Higher Studies

We will conserve only what we love; we will love only what we understand and we will
understand only what we are taught - Baba Dioum

The above saying, | believe can be achieved through environmental education. It prepares
students for active participation in dealing with environmental issues. The goal of environmental
education is to develop a world population that is aware of, and concerned about, the
environment and its associated problems, and which has the knowledge, skills, attitudes,
motivations, and commitment to work individually and collectively toward solutions of current
problems and the prevention of new ones.(Belgrade Charter, UN)

An environmentally literate person is someone who, individually and together with others,
makes informed decisions concerning the environment; is willing to act on these decisions to
improve the well-being of other individuals, societies, and the global environment; and
participates in civic life. Environmentally literate individuals possess the knowledge and
understanding of a wide range of environmental concepts, problems, and issues; along with the
cognitive capacities and abilities as well as dispositions and values that enable environmentally
responsible behavioral strategies to apply such knowledge and understanding in order to make
sound and effective decisions on a range of environmental contexts. It requires going beyond
fragmented thinking about the environment and thinking in terms of interaction of human and
natural systems. The production of environmentally literate citizens through formal education
will enable the knowledge, cognitive capacities, and attitudes acquired in the classroom, to be
transferred to the decision-making process of students throughout their lives. (NCF-2023).

Efforts to increase environmental literacy have been made throughout the world. Globally, the
United Nations declared the decade 2005-2014 as the decade of education for sustainable
development. Locally, here in India too, based on a PIL filed by PC. Mehta in 1991, the
honourable Supreme court verdict of 1991 and a subsequent addendum in 2003 made it
compulsory to introduce EE in schools. Following this, NCERT added EE as a compulsory
subject and made the following changes as per NCF-2005:-

1. Classeslandll (ages 6-7)

EE is taught through activities integrated into the core subjects of reading, writing, and
mathematics. For example, students may study shapes in mathematics by identifying shapes in
the natural environment.

2. ClassesllitoV (ages 8-11):

EE is taught as a standalone subject, called Environmental Studies (EVS), with a textbook
called My Environment that aims for students to learn about the environment in the context of
their own lives and communities.
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3. ClassesVItoX (ages 12-16):

EE is taught by the infusion approach primarily in science and social sciences. For example,
students studying decomposition in science might complete an EE-related project as part of the
learning unit. In all subjects, EE-based questions comprise ten percent of the total marks for
both formative and summative assessments.

4. ClassesXland Xll (ages 17-18):

EE is part of students’ Interdisciplinary Projects in electives and General Studies as students
choose their own disciplines. These classes focus on project based learning. For example, a
student studying commerce might complete a project that focuses on the concept of green
economy.

NCERT also published project books for students of Classes VIto X (Age 12 to 16 years) for use
as part of the project-based learning infusion approach. The goal of the project books is to build
capacity for critical and multidisciplinary thinking, as well as to develop a positive and problem-
solving attitude among students. The projects were also encouraged through Jawaharlal Nehru
National Science, Mathematics, and Environment Exhibition (JNNSMEE) for Children, an
organization that aims to develop critical thinking about global issues to maintain healthy and
sustainable societies intoday’s environment.

Now more recently as part of NCF-2023 a lot of focus has been laid on EE and proposed many
changes. It recognises 4 different stages of development of a child. Foundation, Preparatory,
Middle and Secondary. Here are some broad level changes that are mentioned in NCF-2023:-
Preparatory Stage

e World around us, introduced as an interdisciplinary area, uses the natural curiosity and
creativity of students to move towards developing an understanding of their environment

Middle Stage

e Integration of Environmental Education with Science and Social Science
Secondary Stage

e Grade9 - Integration of Environmental Education mainly with Social Science
e Grade 10-Environmental education as a separate subject

e Grade 11and12,asanelective

e Environmental philosophy

e biodiversity and biogeography of India

e Grade 11and 12. asinterdisciplinary curriculum

e sustainability and climate change

While the NCF-2023 tries to address issues that had plagued EE in India, it remains to be seen
how much of it will be implemented. Earlier directives on EE are yet to be implemented in the
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true spirit. It has been found that there is always a gap in policies and its implementation. While
the intentions of the policy makers are always in the right spirit, due to lack of resources and
training at the ground level, implementation becomes a challenge. NCF-2023 does recognise
this fact and lays importance on teacher pre-service and in-service training. While there has
been past research done to identify these problems and even recommend solutions, ground
realities suggest that teacher educators or teachers are not equipped with enough ammunition
todeal withtheissue

Given all this focus on EE, it is important to conduct deeper research on EE, with focus on
current status and recommendations to bridge the gaps

———— O ————
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« UN Report on decade of sustainable development
« Belgrade Charter (UN)
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Unveiling Purnapramati

A Journey into Holistic Education,
Devotion, and Values

Afed oroart
Rohit Sharma
Arki, Distt. Solan, Himachal Pradesh

It was a friend, an acquaintance of Pawan Ji Gupta from SIDH, who, aware of my deep
interest in experiencing society's efforts to conserve our heritage, suggested that [ meet
Srinivas Ji at an institution called Piirnapramati in Bengaluru. Following that, I contacted
Latha Ji, who, on behalf of Piirnapramati, extended an invitation for me to visit Bengaluru
Pathashala.

I have always had an inclination towards understanding the tradition of Bhartiya Gyan &
Kalaa and the system of its propagation. Education is an inherent part of the vistaar of
Gyaan and Kalaa. But, I feel that in the present days “Standardization” and
“uniformization” in education has ruined the individuality of a child. Thus the expansion of
Gyaan & Kalaa has not happened in true sense. Also, because of the Western and Christian
approach of the present education model, students are moulded and shaped with a certain
mindset that makes them feel as the whole nature is to be tamed to fulfil one’s desires. In
simple words, children start thinking in a materialist way and there is no shade of
spirituality in such schooling.

Due to this condition of education system, [ was always driven towards understanding and
developoing unconventional avenues of learning which are rooted in the Bhartiya Vichar
and Sanskriti and gives maximum opportunity to a child to evolve. To gain a firsthand
experience of how the tenets of Bhartiya Shikshan (Indian Education) can be effectively
applied in the modern era,  had an exceptional experience of visiting PlirnaPramati.

Upon my arrival, a teachers' meeting was in progress. Despite my inability to understand
Kannada, the dedication and passion of the teachers for their cause were unmistakable. The
way all teachers were interacting and discussing, [ immediately got the idea that they were

not any “employee” here. Their concern for the cause was visible. .

Later, when I met Srinivas "Anna," 1 delved into the philosophy and emotions

underpinning Pirnapramati. More than his words, it was Anna's presence and aura that
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Unveiling Purnapramati

provided me with a profound sense of the Satvik Sankalp embodied by Piirnapramati. Anna
explained that Pirnapramati operates like a closely-knit family, and I was deeply moved to
learn that Swami Vishwesha Tirth Ji of Pejawara Matha was the primary source of
inspiration for this sacred endeavor. Even the venerable Prof. G.D. Aggrawal Ji in the last
five years of his life was with Plirnapramati.

This visit provided me with valuable insights and a deeper understanding of how the
Adhyayan can take place in this era of Kali and modernity with most satvik way. I was
awestruck to find how beautifully the curriculum has been designed taking into
consideration of the Dharmik as well as Aesthetic development of children keeping in mind
the demands of present world.

Initially overwhelmed by the extensive curriculum, which included Vyakaran,
Shastradhyayana, Tattva Chintan, and Kalaa as compulsory subjects, [ soon realized that it
was entirely possible to enjoy studying these subjects alongside modern ones. Teaching
Samskrit, in particular, aimed at sharpening students' intellect, nurturing viveka, and
enabling them to independently study primary texts without relying on translations. The

spiritual base we are missing these days can be inculcated by Shaastra Paath.

Acharya Dhananjaya told me that some students of grade 10 even composed Samskrit
Shlokas and the Chhanda was almost perfect. I saw that children have memorized so many
stotras and Shastra Shlokas. While observing the classes, I found that children of mostly all
standards are having jigyasas. Having questions is an indicator of the fertile mind of
students as well as the subjects are being taught in an engaging way. Many students, I found
were able to perfectly speak Hindi, English, Samskrit & Kannada. I have never been to any
institution, where students are trained in four languages. This linguistic training is

extremely helpful in the intellectual development of students.

The teacher training module at Purpapramati left a lasting impression on me. Trainee
teachers spent around five months assisting senior teachers and began teaching
independently only when they felt confident. This approach to teacher training was unlike
any I had seen before. Interacting with trainee teachers revealed their self-driven passion to
serve this noble cause. They had willingly left financially lucrative careers to be a part of
Piirnapramati and were entrusted with designing their curriculum framework, honing their

critical thinking skills. These were not ordinary teachers but thinkers who evolved daily.

There are some very small observations I would like to mention here, which are generally
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overseen but are an indicator of a healthy institution.

As the school hours drew to a close, nobody seemed in a hurry to leave. It was evident that
teaching here was not merely a job but a calling. The educators' commitment to nurturing
young minds was palpable, and this dedication left an indelible mark on me. Teachers used
to discuss many aspects of teaching and the difficulties if they are facing any with Latha
akka and Tarun ji. Everybody was so keen on his/her personal development as a teacher.

Positive Ambiance: The institution exuded a profoundly positive and charged ambiance.
The cleanliness of the school premises was noteworthy. The attention to detail regarding
cleanliness showcased the institution's commitment to providing a healthy and hygienic

environment for learning and growth.

Combined with the positive energy of both students and teachers, environment conducive
to learning and personal growth was created automatically. It was evident that this

positivity was nurtured intentionally.

Efficient Management: The efficient management of Piirnapramati was evident in the
seamless functioning of the school. Everything seemed to work in harmony, from
curriculum planning to day-to-day operations. This efficiency played a pivotal role in

creating a conducive learning atmosphere.

Internal Discipline: Discipline at Piirnapramati appeared to emanate from within. I did not
witness teachers implementing it through strict orders or forceful measures. Instead, it
seemed to be a natural part of the institution's ethos, instilled in students through a nurturing
approach. I went to the Pre—primary wing and even there also I didn’t find teachers
imposing rules and restrictions in any dominating way. [ saw, how students of such small
age were having their lunch and how they were singing bhajans, and how they were
attending classes. Every session was full of Samskaras and teachers were literally love and
care personified.

The professionalism and enthusiasm of whole Plirna Pramati Parivaar, whether it is a bus
driver or a janitor were evident throughout, and I left feeling both inspired and informed.

Last two days of my Bengaluru visit were dedicated to the Gurukul-vaas at the serene
Anandavana. This experience is one that I find challenging to put into words. The spiritual
energy that permeated the ashram was very mesmerizing. Brahmcharis (students) were

deeply focused on their studies and daily chores, seemingly unaffected by external
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distractions. They displayed a subtle awareness of many things, studying Vedas,
ShastraTattva, and modern subjects, fully engrossed in their tasks. Their detachment from
the outside world was remarkable, and they relished their time there.

Engaging in detailed discussions with Acharya Satyanarayana and Acharya Yadunandana
on Swami Vishwesha Tirtharu and various aspects of Gurukul Shikshan was enlightening.
Being with Acharya Satya and having a satsang with him had a profound impact had on me.
We had long conversations on topics like the concept of punishment, counciling
brahmcharis who are entering adolescence. [ was amazed to find how lovingly and being in
accordance with Shuddha Gurukula paddhati he is able to do all these things along with
teaching and managing the gurukula.

He, so confidently said that I never inform brahmcharis about visiting guests in advance. |
am confident on the students studying here. They are living proof of what is being taught
here. On some of my questions like punishment and students’ ichchha of going outside the
gurukula, he smilingly said, don’t ask me; go and ask any of the brahmchari here directly.
He was right, brahmcharis are enjoying living there and Acharyas never even raise their

voice to maintain discipline.

In conclusion, my visit to Plirnapramati Gurukulam and Anandavana was a journey into an
educational realm where devotion, dedication, and values took center stage. The
institution's emphasis on holistic development, efficiency, and a nurturing approach to

discipline sets it apart as a beacon of innovative education in the modern world.

In the words of Swami Vivekananda: "Education is the manifestation of perfection already
in man." Pirpapramati exemplifies this by nurturing the innate potential within each
student, allowing them to blossom into well-rounded individuals capable of making a
positive impact on the world.

After spending nearly ten days here with the staff, I felt like a member of this family. The
discussions I had were incredibly fruitful, and I cherished the opportunity to exchange
ideas and perspectives. In closing, I extend my heartfelt gratitude to the entire
Piirnapramati Parivaar for their warm welcome and the invaluable insights they have

shared with me.
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purnapramati

Aiming towards Parampara bija Raksa
Pratisthapaka Samraksaka

SINCE 2010 PARAMA PUIJYA SRI VISVESATIRTHA SRIPADA
PEJAVARA ADHOKSAJA MATHA, UDUPI

Purnapramati has organised a Teacher Training Programme

Shikshanam Pareekshanam

Awaken the learner within you and
realise your dream of becoming a teacher

This is a short-term training programme and will follow the
experiential learning methodology. This programme has been designed
based on traditional Indian gurukula methodology and the NEP 2020.

After the training programme, trainees will be able to

©)

Examine the good learner within themselves

Develop an open mind to learn new things

Become aware of the harmony between Indian knowledge Systems
and modern contemporary knowledge systems

Develop the capability to teach using experiential learning methods
Your learning will be facilitated. by experienced trainers

@ ©

@ ©

Taining Program
Stants Soon

Purnapramati, 14th Cross, Hosakerehalli Main Road, Girinagar, Bengaluru - 560085
Q 96634 74669 / 72590 40610
& info@purnapramati.in @& www.purnapramati.in
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